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Lord Montgomery. 
Addressing Concordia (Youth Service 
olunteers) at a Savoy dinner, he said: 
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no choice but. “The nations of Western Union are pre- 
deplore as the Pared to fight for freedom and to preserve 
the killing and, their way of life. The enemy threatening 
cent and help; it is the religion of Communism. 
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This assertion, by one of the most popu- 
Jar and distinguished British generals of 
our time, that in the event of a war Lhe 
British Army is unlikely to prove capable 
of defeating its enemy, is calculated to 
cause serious despondency in. recruiting 
Circles, writes our Military Correspondent, 
Major Owlglass (retd.). 


The statement has, admittedly, an_his- 
toric value, as it is probably the first time 
a soldier of such rank has, while still hold- 
ing his eminenl position, used his influence 
publicly to confirm one of the leading 
arguments of the pacifist case. 


Nevertheless, his expressed belief that 
the next war would probably fail to achieve 
that for which it was fought is likely not 
ust wrap the! only to arouse a dangerous sense of defeat- 
disguise; we. sm in the Forces themselves, but will go 
of deception, a3 to discourage support for all schemes 
Military preparedness. 


Tt will undoubtedly tend to raise awk- 
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Civilian members of the public, to which 
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@ over Great; © reply without firmly repudiating the 
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1. If the next war is so likely to fail in 
its object, why must we be subjected 
to crippling taxation in order to pre- 
Pare for it? 


2. If, as he suggests, Communism can 
Only be defeated by means other than 
military, would it not be better to 
Sbend those large sums of money on 


those alternative means, rather than 
Upon 


| preparation | 
distribution, 
ut the sacri-} 
PU members. 
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Signed to suppress? 


4. Is it not therefore urgent and im- 
Perative that the Governments of 
Great Britain and the United States 


immediately cancel their Budgets and 
prepare 


ERS 


: instead vast schemes for 

; and abolishing poverty, increasing the food 

fl supply and raising the standards of 

ating living in those countries of Europe and 

Sued Asia where Communism is likely to 
C spread? 

O., 5. If Ficld-Marshal Montgomery has so 

little faith in Yhe, future usefulness of 

the Fighting Force which he has served 


N, W.10 : : 
so admirably in the past, and if he 
2 really believes that the best way to 
mdon, N.4, bY Win a war is not to have one, would he 
lifford Printing care to sign fhe following Pledge?— 


N.16. 
“TI renounce war and I will never 
Support or sanction another.” 
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BIRMINGHAM PEACE COUNCIL INAUGURATED 


More peace councils 
would make for unity 


A peace week is being planned by the Birmingham Peace Coun- 
cil which was inaugurated last Friday at a meeting addressed 
by Dr. Alex Wood, Chairman ,of Peace News Ltd. 


4 basen problem of peacemaking is ultimately 
the problem of finding a constructive 
settlement of differences,” Dr. Alex Wood de- 
clared. He dissociated himself from the Com- 
munist viewpoint but went on to say that the 
problem today is the clash between East and 
West, and if that problem is not settled then 
there is no chance of survival for the British way 
of life. 

Believing that war is no way out of the prob- 
lem, Dr. Wood had revived the Cambridge branch 
of the National Peace Council, inviting bodies of 
all shades of opinion to send delegates; there 


were now 30-40 affiliated organisations. 
The Birmingham meeting had been called in 


DR. ALEX WOOD 


the Friends Meetings House to launch the newly- 


formed Birmingham Peace Council 
which starts off with 10 affiliated 
bodies and plans a Peace Week from 
October 16-22. It has already pub- 
lished a leaflet entitled “If We Want 
Peace We Must Work for It ”—set- 
ting out the aims of the constituent 
bodies—which includes three pacifist 
organisations and the British Soviet 
Society. 

Alex Wood’s description of the work of 
the National Peace Council won everyone's 
admiration. Bat 

i is account of the East- 
cia eect eae the NFC had 


formed, and which included several well- 
known Communists. 


We must set example 


Dr. Wood said he felt very strongly that 
we had no right to criticise statesmen for 
failing to reach settlements, when we were 
not even prepared to meet certain people 
in conference ourselves. 

The East-West Commission had never 
from the first meeting had any kind of 
abortive or useless argument. 


“We have set before ourselves the task 
of diminishing the tension between East 
and West and it is the problem about which 
the (Communist is every bit as earnest as 
ourselves; peace today means peace 
between Russia and the world, and on that 
point the Communists are with us.” 


The National Peace Council had _pub- 
lished three pamphlets recently, including a 
report by Kenneth Ingram of the Feace 
Congress in Paris organised by the French 
Communists, (and barely mentioned in our 
press); Christians presented a very sig- 
<dfeant statement to the Congress and 
when it was read out the whole conference 
cheered for several minutes, though there 


REGARD IT AS 
A PLAGUE 


—U.S. Doctors 


The following statement is 
quoted from the Mental Health 
Koundation of Philadelphia: 


“Those who have had the opportu- 
nity of observing the general public an 
countries other than their own, realise 
there are only minor differences be- 
tween the citizens of various countries. 
The friendly kindness of the common 
people, their willingness to work for 
the common good, their love of their 
children and their homes, their dili- 
gence and their self-sacrifice—these 
virtues and values are shared by nearly 
all people in the civilised countries. 


Wars, especially the world wars we 
have seen in this century, have caused 
the death of millions, have left millions 
more with wounds, and have resulted 
in physical and mental ill-health to 
still further millions. As physicians, 
therefore, we must regard war as a 
plague, as a public health problem, 
even a psychiatric public health prob- 
lem, a problem which should be solved 
by education, by the use of our hard- 
won intelligence, and by directing our 
instinctive and emotional capacities 
into constructive development.” 


was a very strong anti-Christian and anti- 
Western opinion present. 


Emphasise World’s common need 


The NPC had also kept up political action 
consistently. Believing Pandit Nehru to be 
in @ unique position in understanding world 
problems, a deputation from the NPC asked 
nim—in view of the deadlock then approach- 
ing—that India should stress the problem 
of the world food shortage and try to get 
co-operation along that line, in the hope 
that in discussing such a serious supject the 
nations would find release from purely 
political problems and perhaps find agree- 
ment. 

The deputation also suggested that India 
should press for further negotiations to 
reach a united settlement on atomic energy. 
In view of Pandit Nehru’s subsequent 
speech, the National Peace Council felt they 
had strengthened his convictions by their 
deputation. : 

The council had also formed a commission 
to investigate the changes taking place in 
the attitude of the Press to world problems 
and had made significant discoveries, es- 
pecially in the changed views of the Press 
on Russia, from -the time six years ago 
when Mr. Churchill was toasting Mr, 
Stalin! 


Differences must be faced 


In conclusion, Dr. Wood said that if a 
Peace Council merely brought together 
people who would never mention their dif- 
ferences it was doomed to failure. Dif- 
ferences should be faced and unity found 
through discussion. “If we peace makers 
were a bit more ready to do that personally 
we could transform society in our own 
country and be a good deal more effective 
in international affairs.” 


“Silly Strike” 


P.P.U. RAILMAN’S 
PROTEST 


PERCY ROSEWARNE, four times gaoled 

CO, Quaker and General Strike leader 
in 1926, was one of the few engine-men to 
report for work last Sunday when North- 
East locomen continued their strike against 
the re-introduction of lodging-turns, 

Four strike pickets, a police sergeant and 
a police constable were at York locomotive 
sheds when Percy Rosewarne reported for 
duty, says the Daily Express. 

One of the pickets asked Mr. Rosewarne 
to stand in with the rest ofthe strikers but 
was told: “I have stood by you up so now, 
although I disagreed with you. Now the 
time has come to go back to work. 

“TIT was sickened with the thought of 
thousands of children who could not get 
away to the sea-side on Whit-Sunday.” 

“ Our union leaders have called upon the 
men to return to work, and it is up to us to 
obey them. . 

“This strike is silly. It is not only dis- 
rupting week-end holiday travel but it is 
embarrassing the Government, whom most 
of the men claim to support. The Railway 
Executive must win the dispute, otherwise 
you can say goodbye for ever to discipline 
on the railways. 

“Half of the men are already fed up 
with the strike and want to return to nor- 
mal working. But they are afraid to report 
for duty because they think their mates 
will accuse’them of black-legging.” 


THREEPENCE 


PEACE DOES NOT 
DEPEND ON RUSSIA 
BEING RIGHT 


By Sybil Morrison 


oh E who liveth by the cold war 
will perish by the atom 
bomb” said Mr. K. Zilliacus, MP, at 
the Peace Congress called by the 
British Soviet Society at St. Pancras 
Town Hall on Sunday, June 12. 


In a great indictment of the Govern- 
ment’s foreign policy, Mr. Zilliacus made 
the only criticism of Soviet Russia, apart 
from Phyllis Vallance’s speech, heard 
during the whole of the day. Every other 
delegate seemed set upon proving that the 
USSR is Utopia’s other name. 


Phyllis Vallance, speaking as a PPU 
delegate (the ‘only pacifist to be called) 
took the opportunity to plead for renuncia- 
tion of war as the only possible solution 
and the only solid basis for negotiation. 
She made it clear that peace did not 
depend upon Russia being completely in the 
right which every speaker had been so 


j; earnestly trying to prove. 


Rutland Boughton’s Yes 


She deplored Rutland Boughton’s justifi- 
cation for the treatment of certain Soviet 
musicians on the grounds that people do 
not know what is good for them, and 
pleaded that artists surely create for them- 
selves first of all; the masses may learn to 
like what is created if they are allowed to 
hear it. She also referred to the Soviet 
wives. 

Phylis Vallance received a round of 
applause as she concluded with 

“Let us take hands and help 
This day we are alive together.” 

But it was plain that though her oratory 
was, appreciated her pacifist views were 
not! 

The Congress sent a declaration to the 
British Government urging the closest 
Anglo-Soviet co-operation and a growth of 
trade between the two countries. - 

Another declaration, sent to seven Soviet 
organisations expressed the ‘ unshakeable 
friendship for the -Soviet people” of the 
“ representatives of 2,100,000 gathered at 
this great Congress of Peace, Trade and 
Friendship with the USSR.” 


CONFERENCE CLIPPINGS: 


‘*Pacifist Service Units 


would reduce crime” 


MER. F. 0. BEVAN, B.A., an early mem: 

* ber of the Peace Pledge Union and an 
advisor for the Central Board of Conscien- 
tious Objectors was inducted as National 
Chairman of the National Association ot 
Approved Schools’ Staff at their recent 
Annual Conference. 

In his inaugural address he referred to 
the work of the Stepney Pacifist Service 
Unit as the type that would help to reduce 
the number of juvenile delinquents, and he 
also expressed the hone that there would be 
international collaboration on problems of 
juvenile delinquency. 

Mr. Bevan is on the staff of the National 
eda Home School, at Farnborough, 

ants. 


Gardens—not guns 


“Wegive youth toy guns—we should buy 
them spades and let them dig. If we had 
no gunners there would be no war.” 

Loud applause greeted this statement by 
Mr. Lee of Carshalton when he supported a 
resolution on Junior Gardening at the 
Annual Conference of the National Allot- 
ment and Gardens Society at Paignton last 
week-end. 


He forgot the pacifists 


“No one objected to our men fighting and 
dying on a Sunday,” protested an ex-alr- 
man at a conference of the Royal Air 
Forces’ Association last Sunday. 

He was one of the many critics of the 
common informers who ston Sunday shows 
for war charities, 

“We want religion to temper all our 
actions, not to become a thorn in our side,” 
said another critic. 


Bar Zilly? It’s an insult! 

ME. T. C. SKEFFINGTON LODGE 
(Bedford, Lab.): As people far more 
sinister and far less romantic than Mr. 
Zilliacus are able to get into the U.S. quite 
easily, doesn’t the Minister thing it is 
something of an affront to this House that 
a member of the House should be banned 

from entering that country? 
Mr. Mayhew: It is a matter for the U.S. 
Government. —Hansard. 
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Anybody lost 
a mission? 


OME speakers at the recent 

Labour Conference complained 
that the Movement had lost the old 
sense of mission, the old evangelistic 
spirit. 

This complaint keeps cropping up 
in all movements. It seems to serve | 
no purpose except to indicate that | 
the complainant himself has reached | 


a dead end and that he, for one, 
hasn’t got a mission. 


To ask other people for a sense of 
mission is a useless request, rather like 
shouting up the chimney for a cup of tea. 
For it ignores the natural source of the 
thing you want. It is all right to sit and 
wait for the spirit to move one; it’s a really 
lamentable waste of time to wait for it 
to move somebody else. 


The question should not be—Why isn’t 
the spirit moving other people? but—Why 
isn’t it moving me? 


Where, tiren. does the sense of mission 
come from? We notice that most of the 
complainants talk of “ going back” to it. 
But surely “back” is the worst place to 
look. The evangelism of the Labour 
pioneers, for example, was that of men who 
knew what they were aiming at and be- 
lieved it could be got. Now they've got it 
(a Labour Government) and presumably 
‘wish to keep it, therefore that particular 
phase of enthusiasm cannot be regained. 
You can’t go on enjoying the journey after 
you’ve arrived. 


° 

But that is what these complainants 
seem to wish to do. They find that, now 
they’re a government, .they have to give 
people something more than a_ used-up 
evangelica] spirit—such as food—and they 
find it uninspiring. 


sent to do something. Therefore to ask for 
a.sense of mission before you know what 
it is you have to do is to put the cart 
before the horse. Again, an evangel means 
good news; therefore it is futile to demand 
evangelism before you know what the good 
news is. 


Now to be on a mission means being 

We suggest, therefore, that what people 
really mean when they say we must “ get 
back to the old sense of mission,” etc., is 
that having got what they once wanted 
they don’t know what to do next. 

But evangels don’t come on their own, 
like fine days, irrespective of human agency. 
They come as a result of hard thinking, or 
of listening to people who have got one. 
There are plenty of evangels around to suit 
all tastes. Anybody who can’t find one to 
fit in a town this size must be particularly 
hard to please. And there’s an enormous 
number of evangelists. If you can’t recog- 
nise them in the streets you'll find them 
in the nearest park on’ Sunday taking turns 
on a box. 


As for the sense of mission, that generally 
seems to start from watching others’ troubles 
and wanting to help. We can’t tell people 
how to create that want, but at least we 
can suggest that if anybody wants to get 
a sense of mission he might try watching 
somebody who's got one and lending a 
hand. These missionaries never seem to 
have enough staff, and as these things are 
very infectious he might catch it. 


We know one mission, for instance, which 
badly needs people to sell an evangel on the 
streets. 


}RENOUNCE WARAND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


Commentary 


What a surprise! 


ROM the failure of the Foreign 

Ministers in Paris to reach 
agreement it seems that a prolonged 
partition of Germany is inevitable. 
Their disagreement is matched by an 
interesting diversity of opinion in 
this country. 

The Manchester Guardian, for example, 
rebukes the Germans for resisting the dis- 
mantling of some of their industries. They 
don’t seem to realise, it says, that Europe’s 
anxiety for its security is profound, and 
that “Allied victory and the end of the 
Nazi regime did not wipe it (the anxiety) 
out.” 

Our italics. This seems to surprise the 
MG. After all the years it has lived, does 
it still expect a war to achieve anything 
but the opposite of what it was fought for? 


Unkind suspicions 
TINHE MG’s remarks are apparently ad- 
dressed to the Germans. We wonder 
what they’re supposed to make of them. 
For they can only mean either that de- 
nazification has failed, or that in spite of 
all their punishment the Germans are as 
bad as ever. 

Leaving the Germans to discover what’s 
wrong with themselves, the MG goes on to 
complain, pathetically, that they don’t ap- 
preciate the purity of Western Allied 
motives. It sorrowfully recalls a recent 
public opinion survey which showed that a 
majority believe the main purpose of the 
dismantling is to “get rid of an awkward 
competitor.” 

This suggests that the Germans have 
been reading some of our company reports. 
It all shows, says the MG, that “the 
nature of the Allied interest in Germany 
is misunderstood.” 


Interest—or “Interests” (plural)? 


T isn’t quite understood over here, either. 
In contrast to the MG’s complaints of 

German ingratitude is a disturbing article 
in the New Statesman. 

Military government in Western Ger- 
many will shortly end, leaving two-thirds 
of the German people to govern themselves. 
But, this article suggests, before greeting 
this as a “step forward,” we should ask— 


Pacifism in Denmark—II 


NAZISM THROVE ON 


HE occupation of Denmark can- 
not be compared with the 
British control of India. 


India’s fight for freedom depended on 
what India did. Our freedom depended 
upon the result of the war which was not 
our war, and not upon one kind or another 
of non-violent resistance. Our freedom 
depended on the defeat of Germany and on 
that we could have no influence, or at any 
rate very little. That is the fact. All 
Danes with very few exceptions, therefore, 
wanted the defeat of Germany. 


The majority believed that the defeat of 
Germany and the defeat of German Nazism 
were the same thing, but we pacifists 
believed that the spirit of Nazism would, 
through the military resistance, penetrate 
deep into the Danish soul. Subsequent 
events proved us to be right. 

That was the reason why we were against 


' Faets... 


Prior to 1940, Denmark had not been in- 
vaded since 800AD. 


Elections were held during the occupation, 
in 1943. Except for the fact that the 
daily Press was controlled by the Nazis 
and was allowed to put only the Nazi 
case, these elections were free. Before 
the election there were two Nazi MPs: 
after the election only one. 

The death penalty was not used after 1871 
and was abolished in 1902. It was in- 
troduced in 1945, under a temporary law, 
for certain offences connected with the 
occupation. 

Slave trade was abolished by 
before any other country. 


Denmark 


violent methods, not because we thought 
that by the help of non-violence we could 
get our freedom. Our freedom we could 
only get through the victory of the Allies. 


Why better treatment for Denmark? 


Often people ask why Denmark was 
treated much better than all other occupied 
countries. I cannot tell you. Pacifists like to 
believe that it was because we did not fight 
against the German army on April 9, 1940. 
But for pacifists it is most important to be 
honest. There may be many reasons. 1 
will mention four:— 

1. The Nazis had the peculiar belief that 
the Scandinavian people were the best 
race in the world. 


What kind of a Germany is it we are en- 
trusting with this near-sovereignty? 

Many observers have already expressed 
the view that the chances of “ democratis- 
ing” Germany depend less upon changing 
the political forms and conventions than 
upon changing the basis of the economic 
structure. Without that, it is argued, new 
political forms would be ineffectual, par- 
ticularly in a country where trade union- 
ism is reduced to impotence. 

We hear much today about Germany’s 
“amazing: recovery’ under Western Allied 
control—increasing production, easing 
living conditions, disappearing controls, and 
so on. But if we probe deeper, this article 
claims, we find a different picture. 


Which Germany has “ recovered ’’? 
[] NEMPLOYMENT still rises; it is now 

1,132,110—8.5 per cent. of the total 
labour force. The poor are getting poorer. 
Currency reform carried no capital levy (as 
promised), and there are violent contrasts 
between the misery of the workless and the 
luxury spending of the rich. Small firms 
are going bankrupt (18 in Bizonia last 
November, 275 in March). War profits are 
nearly intact, small savings swallowed up. 
union funds wiped out, and the whole 
economy balanced in favour of the big 
entrepreneurs. 

The system of taxation (strongly ap- 
plauded by the Americans) loads burdens 
on the poor to the advanatge of the rich 
in a manner which would not be tolerated 
in Britain. 


Monopoly capitalism re-established 


MPuE key to the whole set-up, according 

to this article, is that “ ‘decartelisation’ 
has become a mere facade for monopolist 
survival.” 

The case of I. G. Farben is typical. This 
“chemical empire” was scheduled to be 
taken apart—on paper. Its many interests 
were to be separated into several individual 
companies, and the shares of these placed 
on the German investment market. But 
the only people in Germany commanding 
the necessary capital to buy them in large 
quantities are the old interests, or agents 
for foreign interests. 

The conclusion of this article, therefore, 
is that it is monopoly capitalism, not 


By Hagbard Jonassen 


One of Denmark’s leading pacifists and 
a member of the International Council 
of the War Resisters’ International. 
Last week he wrote of some of the 
difficulties facing Danish pacifists 
during the German occupation. 


2. The Germans wanted to keep up the 
Danish food production. 

3. They also wanted to have a recreation 
place for their troops. 

4. We did not fight on April 9. Our pohi- 


ticians were clever and dexterous as 
long as it was possible and the govern- 
ment took advantage of different views 
among the Nazis. 

I do not think it is possible to say more, 
but personally I believe that the last reason 
was important. 

We must be clear that the non-military 
resistance against the Germans was a 
political resistance by the Government and 
the Parliament. The population was not 
very active, nor did the Government wish 
them to be, as it would have created 
difficulties. 


Not pacifism but expediency 


It was not a pacifistic but a very practical 
‘and sober policy consisting of compromises 
which the Government was not ina position 
to explain to the nation: whence } 
gradually lost their confidence. 

The Danish policy was therefore not a 
policy on the principles practised by paci- 
fists. but a practical policy chosen by 
politicians who were realists and also 
opposed to war. b 

After our experiences during the occupa- 
tion we are ready in case of a new 
occupation to recommend the same policy. 
This means that the Government—which 
alone really represents the nation—is the 
responsible reprsentative of the nation, and 
this also implies that any sort of more 
private action, either violent or non-violent, 
from groups must not take place. 


Non-violence needs education 


If a time should come when the Govern- 
ment finds it impossible to continue any 
longer .because the occupying force makes 
claims which are against the principles of 
the nation, then it is time to use non-violent 
methods, which are very little known or 
undwrstood in Europe. 

To get a nation to use these methods 
demands education and experience which 
are very difficult to get in peacetime im a 
free and democratic country. It is quite 


> 


| 


“ Western Germany,” which has made that 
amazing recovery. ] 

The present German picture, it says, rel 
sembles that of the early ‘20’s, when th 
big industries wiped out their indebtedness 
by the Great Inflation and “laid the foun 
dations of much that followed.” 


Back to first causes 


So the war seems to have been fought 
for German monopoly capitalism. 

There is time for the Allies to reversé@ 
the economic trend, but there is no sipn 
of the intention. They are too preoccupied! 
with re-arming against the next enemy— 
Communism (plus, on the part of certain} 
American interests, the establishment. of; 
“free enterprise” in Germany)... 

If this survey is correct (and it is con- 
tinually corroborated from other sources): 
we have been to considerable trouble to 
restore the conditions out of which Hitler-} 
ism sprang. But the result of the econo-} 
mic despotism which we are bolstering up} 
will not be Hitlerism next time, but Com-! 
munism—the very thing we are arming! 
against. That is the way militarism does! 
things. | 


The lighter side . 


VV HATEVER kind of economic system, 
we’re giving Germany, however, we’re) 
determined to give them a pacifist move-; 
ment, as compensation. / 
The constitution for Western, Germany 
makes it illegal to draft a citizen for mili- 
tary service if it violates his conscience. 
Further, Article 26 makes preparations for 
an aggressive war (sic) unconstitutional. , 
German pacifists are yot satisfied with) 
the Clause but consider it a marked ad-| 
vance. Worldover Press quotes Dr. Te} 
Michaltscheff, of the German Section of) 
the War Resisters’ International: “ This 
provision does not repudiate all kinds of 
war, but it marks a great gain over all) 


previous conStitutions and over those of! 
most other peoples.” : 
And he may hope for more. For the) 


Western democracies are bent on encour 
aging German pacifism while increasing; 
militarism at home. From now on, oufi 
pacifism is for export, in exchange for 
imported militarism. 

Or shall we say we've taken German! 
militarism as spoils of war? 


VIOLENT RESISTANCE 


another thing in a country occupied for! 
many years such as India and Germany-| 


Time is needed to learn to use non-violent) 
methods. | 
And I would Uke to say in conclusion: 
that peace work has to be done in peace-! 
* tame. 
prevent 


The best way of fighting war is to} 


The Quaker | 
Peace Vestimony |} 


As Christians we cannot recognise twa} 
doctrines, one for individuals as betweck 
themselves, and another for nations. Thé 
morality which Christianity claims from 
men in thetr intercourse with one another 
is surely no less binding on them when theul 
are called to act in the name and on behalf! 
of their country. Personal conibat, as @ 
means of settling disputes between ut) 
dividuals, has long been abolished in this! 
country as barbarous and criminal. War is 
substantially international duelling. 


—Yearly Meeting Epistle, 18854 


The above is an extract from ‘Th 
Quaker Peace Testimony,” an anthology 
compiled by Jos. S. Rowntree and Helen Byles: 
Ford and published by the Friends Peact! 


Committee, 6d. | 
=) 
P.B.P. | 


QUCH was the abbreviation for Pro Bon? 
\* Publico—the Latin phrase which mean? 
for the public good (or perhaps used by thé 
Imperial Government instead of “for secu* 
| rity reasons ’!). We received a letter re? 
cently enclosing a contribution which, thé 
donor explained, was “part of bank in 
terest and therefore public money to bé 
used for the public good.” We can promisé 
to make good use of any bank interest of 
dividends if sent for the public good t& 


P.P.U. 


MAUD ROWNTREE 
Hon. Treasuret 


Contributions since May 27: 12s. 6d. 
Total since January 1: £54 8s. 2d. 
Budget for 1949: £300. 

Donations to the fund should be sew 
marked “Headquarters Fund,” to thé 
Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, End® 
leigh St., W.C.1 
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REQUEST FROM 
JAPAN 


Professor Dr. M. Sadayasu has 
formed a group of the War Resisters’ 
International in Kyoto, Japan. This 
group is working very closely indeed 
with us. 

Dr. Sadayasu has recently started 
the formation of a Peace Library in 
connection ‘with the WRI group. Our 
friends in Japnan, however, have lost 
Practically every kind of study book 
and Dr. Sadayasu is starting absolutely 
from scratch in trying to build up his 
library. If, therefore, readers of 
Peace News will be kind enough to 
send their own publications and any 
Other pacifist books, magazines, news- 
Papers or pictures connected with our 
work this would be very practical help 
and would be much appreciated. It 
docs not matter that the literature 
Sent will, of course, not be in Japanese. 
Professor Sadayasu may be written to 
in English or French for preference. 


All correspondence and books, pam- 
Phlets, etc., should be addressed as 
under :— 


Professor Dr. M. Sadayasu. 

WRI, Kyoto Branch, 

Seigen-in, Ryoanji-temple, 

Ukyo-ward, Kyoto, 

Japan. 

In sending to Dr. Sadayasu, readers 
are asked to say that they do so in 
response to a request from the WRI. 

We hope our Sections throughout the 
World will respond to this request and 
So help forward the work of our friends 


in Japan. 
GRACE M. BEATON 
Secretary, WRI 


Bush Hill Park, 


88 Park Avenue, 
| Enfield, Middlesex. 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, June 16, 1939 


“As long as women call men brave when 
they go to war and cowards when they will 
not, there will be war. As long as women 
let themselves be swent into thinking what 
everybody thinks and believing what any- 

‘ody says, and so adding their individual 

ysteria to the silly hysteria of the mass 
mind, there will be war. The power of 
women is a subtle thing. It is the influence 
which every woman has upon some parti- 
cular man. Let that woman convince that 
man that war is foolish because it gains 
nothing and that he is a ridiculous fiaure 
when he is dressed up in a uniform, and the 

ret great step to world peace will have 
been taken, 


—Pearl S. Buck. 


Fourteen shillings a week was all she 
had to keen a family of eight, a Deptford 
mother told Mr. J. Watson, chairman. of 
Southwark Juvenile Court, 


Consultations by sppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 


Registered Naturopath 
Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
Natural Therapeutics 


21. Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. 


N.Z. BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DEFENDS FREE SPEECH 


Soldier defends pacifist speaker—K.0’d 


LTHOUGH there are encouraging exceptions, Christian pacifists of 
the Riverside Community, Lower Moutere, have experienced much 


prejudice and hostility in the 


work. 


These attitudes often find turbu- 
lent expression at the open-air meet- 
ings held by the Community in the 
nearby township of Moutueka, which 
has a population of little more than 
2,000. 

The meetings are the only pacifist open- 
nir meetings held in New Zealand at the 
present time, and active opposition has 
been confined to less responsible residents 


and seasonal workers who crowd into the 


district for the fruit and tobacco season. 


Demand for suppression rejected 


Recently a  shop-keeper asked the 
Borough Council to take some action about 
the meetings and a councillor gave notice 
that he would move the adoption of a bye- 
law prohibiting meetings without the prior 
consent of the Town Clerk. Past experience 
shows that such action is generally the pre- 
lude to oppression. 


However, when the time came the 
Councillor could not get a seconder for 
his motion, and the other councillors 
opposed the proposal. 

The local branch of the Returned Ser- 
vicemen’s Association were incensed by the 
Council’s inactivity. They expressed dis- 
appointment that it “has done nothing to 
prevent a certain group of people from 
taking a stand in thetmiddle of the town, 
in order to preach a policy of evasion of 
the people’s responsibility in the defence of 
their country, and asks if the Council is 
going to do anything in the matter.” 

The Homeservicemen’s Association (men 
who served only within New Zealand and 
therefore not eligible for the RSA) sup- 
ported the RSA’s protest. 


What they fought for, says Mayor 


The Council, however, two of whose 
members belong to the RSA, made a wel- 
come stand for freedom of speech and 
opinion, 

The Mayor said that the RSA could not 
deny that the freedoms fought for included 
freedom of speech. One councillor doubted 
if the RSA’s view represented that of the 
majority of returned servicemen. 

The Council decided to reply that it was 
one of the Council’s duties to refrain from 
discrimination against any one section of 
the community, and that in view of the 
high position of the RSA in the community 
it was expected that the Association co- 
operate in maintaing law and order! 

The Deputy-leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
k. J. Holyoake, MP, Nationalist Party) de- 
clared at Christchurch that “the pacifist 
was the greatest enemy of the young men 
of the country.” (Christchurch Press 
report.) 


rural area 


in which they live and 


THE MEETINGS THAT CAUSED 
THE TROUBLE 


During an open-air meeting in Motueka, 
addressed by A.C. Barrington, an argu- 
ment ensued between the speaker and, two 
soldiers. One soldier, impressed by the 
speaker's arguments, volunteered some 
observations in agreement with him. 
Whereupon a third soldier, enraged by 
his comrade’s defection, struck him un- 
expectedly on the jaw, the speaker pre- 
venting him from falling. 

Another meeting, addressed by one of New 
Zealand's leading pacifists, was proceed- 
ing quietly until an ‘organised gang 
marched up and began throwing tomatoes, 
while their spokesman harangued the 
crowd, calling them fools for listen- 
ing to that “paid Communist from 
Wellington” and preventing further 
speeches. 

At a third meeting the same gang appeared 
and in spite of the quiet attention of an 
unusually large crowd. prevented any 
speeches by singing and rowdiness for 
two hours until 11 p.m. when the police 
moved the people away. 


No Army Chaplaincies for 
these N.Z. Christians 


A PLEDGE not to take non-combatant 
~*™ service with the military forces in the 
Medical Corps, Chaplaincy or YMCA work, 
is imcluded in the Christian Pacifist Peace 
Covenant now being circulated in New 
Zealand. 

Signature of the Covenant, or of an al- 
ternative statement is required from those 
wishing to join the New Zealand Christian 
Pacifist Society which was founded in 
Wellington in 1936. It now has over 500 
bers many of whom served sentences up to 
five years during World War II. 

The Covenant reads: 

Believing that war is contrary to the 
Spirit and teaching of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I hereby covenant as follows: 

1. That I will do all in my power to 
promote peace, and to prevent war and 
strife. between nations; and that I will 
endeavour to love, serve and under- 
stand my fellow-men, whether near or 
far, white or coloured, friendly or 
hostile. 

. Towards this end, and because my first 
loyalty is to Jesus Christ, I here and 
now renounce war and preparations 
for war, and I declare that I will not 
fight nor render military service under 
any circumstances. 

3. I further declare that I will not under- 
take non-combatant service such as 
Medical Corps, Chaplaincy, YMCA 
work, ete., where this involves becoming 
a member of the military forces. 

The Society’s Honorary Secretary is 

H. W. Kelly, of 42 Overtoun Terrace 
Wellington, New Zealand. 


~® 
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NE of the small group of Labour 
Pacifist MPs, Reginald William 
Sorensen, Labour MP for Leyton 
West, was born in 1891. His father 
was a silversmith, and on leaving 
school at 14 he had 7 years’ training 
in the business in factory, office and 


| shop. " 


But Reg was a born evangelist, with the 
practical religious zeal which has to express 
itself in socia] reform; so at the age of 21 
he joined the “Order of Pioneer Preachers” 
with which he remained until 1916. 


From the begin- 
ning of the 1914- 
18 war he threw 
himself into paci- 
tist propaganda 
and was an early 
worker for the 
NCF and _ FoR, 
in whose activities 
his natural speak- 
ing ability soon 
made him promi- 
nent. 


After the war he 
began the busy 
public life of re- 
A ligious and_ politi- 
| cal activity which 
R. W. Sorensen, M.P.I1 has held him ever 
since. For 25 years he was minister of the 
Free Christian Church of Walthamstow. 
During that period he was at one time 
President of the Walthamstow Labour 
Party and chairman of the Walthamstow. 
Education Committee. He served on the 
District Council and was a member of the’ 
Essex County Council from 1924 to 1925. 


In 1929 he was elected Labour MP for! 
Leyton West, after contesting Southamp- 
ton in 1924. 


Among his other activities he is Presi- 
dent of the Labour Pacifist Fellowship and 
vice-President of the National Peace Coun- 
cil. Between the wars he devoted much 
time and study to the affairs of subject 
races in the Colonies, particularly India, 
which he visited for the purvose of lectur- 
ing and enlarging his knowledge of social 
conditions. He is Parliamentary Secretary 
of the India League, chairman of the West 
African Students Union Board, a member 
of the Coionial Welfare Committee and 
former committee member of the Fabian 
Colonial Bureau. 


Among his publications are “ Tolpuddle,” 
“My Impression of India,” “God and 
Bread,” ete. 


Reg Sorensen is a kindly, genial man, 
whose public activities are ‘carried on 
against the background of an obviously 
happy domestic life. His wife, herself a 
JP and County Councillor, is his enthu- 
siostic partner in all his activities. 


VICTORIA’S “WORKING-BEE” 


The Victoria Section of the Australian 
Peace Pledge. Union are organising a 
“working bee” on the second Friday of 
each month to assist the Peacemaker, the 
Australian pacifist monthly. At the sec- 
tion’s monthly lecture on July 1, Tony 
Bishop, Editor of the Peacemaker will 
speak on his recent visit to Europe. 


6 oS ee 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


_As this iq a free service, we reserve the 
Fight ta select for publication notices sent 
1M. We nevertheless desire to mgke it aa 
‘omplete a service as we reasonably can, 
4nd therefore urge organisers of events ta: 


lat: Send notices to arrive not 
ater than Monday. 


pe Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 

face (hall, street); nature of 
€vent; speakers, organisers (and 
thoetary’s address)—preferably in 
hat order and style. 


Today (Friday) 


d 7.30 p.m. 8, Ends- 
Stdens; Policy Meeting; Central 
=©U Group. 


Saturday, June 18 


IPSWICH, 3 p.m. Friends Meeting, 39 


ronereau Road; East Suffolk Area Con- 
Chai ee: Speaker: Hugh Faulkner. 
het: Rey, Harold E. Johnson, BD; 


BIRMINGH , j 
AM: 3.30 to 6.30; Frienda 
Meeting House, Bournville; *‘ The FoR in 


E ” 7 3 
Conference tzabeth Monastier; FoR Area 


Sunday, June 19 


FINSBURY Park. oe 
Meeting; speakers een: Li am. Open-at 
Newington PPU Grosk Sutherland. Stoke 

NEWCASTLE: 


Ue : 
©pen-nir meeting; 20 p.m. Town Moor 


Newcastle PPU. 


" Monday, June 20 


LONDON, W.C.2: 7.3 in’ 
School of Art, 109 Chay St. Martin's 
he Menace of War and THé.Weakness 
“ Christendom"; Ven. Percy Hartill (An- 
ean); Rev. Alun Balding (Free Church) ; 
P, Roman Catholic Priest; Chair: Lady 
Tmoor; APF, FoR and PAX, 


RAEWCASTLE: 
Ve] 1, 151 Barras 
MihMents in 
‘shael Day; 


7.30 p.m. Theosophical 
Bridge: “Recent De- 
Scientific Warfare”: 
Newcastle PPU. 


Notes for your Diary 


Tuesday, June 21 


LOUGHTON: 8 p.m. 27 The Drive, 
Loughton; ‘“ Bridges Between Russia and 
the West’ speaker: Miss Elsie Pracy, 


BSe_ (Econs); Organiser: Henry Francies, 
48 Sedley. Rise; Loughton PPU Group. 


ST. ALBANS: 8 p.m. The Friends Meet- 
ing House Upper Lattimore Road: Branch 
meeting; speaker: Rev. Clifford Macquire; 


“ The Fellowship, the Church and the 
Future’; Chairman: Rev. W. Louttit, 
FoR. 

Wednesday, June 22 
LONDON, S.W.3: 7.45 m. “ World 


Government; Harold Bidmead; SW Lon- 
don PPU. 


Thursday, June 23 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's. Inn 
Fields; open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 
PPU. 


Friday, June 24 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.: 8 Ends- 
leigh Gardens; ‘East and West’’: Hilda 
yon Klenze; Central London PPU Group. 


Saturday, June 25 


COLWYN BAY: 2.15 p.m. Friends 
Meeting House, Colwyn Bay; FoR Area 
Conference. 


LONDON, N.6: 30 Wood Lane High- 
gate; Annual Garden Party; World Citi- 


zenship Movement. 


Sunday, June 26 


NEWCASTLE: 7.30 p.m. Bigg Market; 
open-air meeting, Newcastle PPU. 
FINSBURY PARK: 11 


meeting; Cllr. Beadle; 
PPU 


a.m. Open-air 
Stoke Newington 
Thursday, June 30 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln’s Inn 
aoa open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison: 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday hefore 
publication. 


TERM: Cash with order. 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don’t send stampg in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
50 words. Addreas for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote its first words, classi- 
fication, and date. 

We reserve the right to hail over ad- 
vertisements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisements. 


8d. per word, 


MEETINGS 


WEIGH HOUSE Church. Duke Street, 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 
7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
fallows. 


ACCOMMODATION 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation; al! modern 
comforts. A. and K. §S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 

MOUNT AVALON, Glastonbury, Somer- 
set. Holidays in attractive country house. 
Magnificent hill views, lovely walks. Few 
minutes historic town and Abbey. Ched- 
dar Gorge, Bath, Somerset coast, ete., 
easily accessible. Exclusively vegetarian, 
own garden produce. Terms moderate, 
s.a.e. for brochure. Mrs. R. F. Hunt. 

HIGHFIELD GUEST House, the Heads, 
Keswick, for a happy holiday. Beautiful 
views of lake and mountains. Vegetarians 
catered for. Anne Horner, Beatrice Farns- 
worth. Tel. 508. 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, 5a. 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill 
Road, London, N.W.8. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
BAMBOO GARDEN Canes, Chinese im- 
ported. Raffia and Wood Garden Labels. 
Every kind of Cane for Canecraft supplied, 
wholesale and retail. . “‘Raffia Work & 
Basketry ” for beginners 2s. 9d. poat free. 
Further details, Whines & Edgeler, The 
Bamboo People, Godmanstone, Dorchester. 


CARAVAN 3 berth. 


Well-fitted. Calor MI LLAN 
gas cooking, TAA ae fires, oven, SCE ees 
sing. curtains, lino. ‘complete home or y 
holidays. Cheap. Write Bri/Whiteway, | nesey on Ae * x HELPERS __ urgently 


London, W.C.1. 
ANTI-CONSCRIPTION  Postcards—the 


needed at Peace News office. 
6 p.m. Monday to Friday, up to 9.30 p.m. 
Wednesday evening. 


10 a.m. to 


No special experience 


amusing “I've got scripture and bayonet | B€¢essary. minute Finsbury Park 
practice for homework ” cartoon. Sample | Station, 3 Blackstock Road (above Fish 
2d., 9d. doz., 5s. 100 post free, from Peace |8%d Cook, statianers), N.4.—or phone 


News Publications Dept., 3 Blackstock 


Road, London, N.4 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 
Committee, Friends’ Euston Rd., 
London. 


BOOKS REVIEWED or advertised in 
Peace News and every other book or pam- 
phiet now in print can best be obtained 
from the Friends Book Centre. Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.I. 


,, HOUSMAN'S BOOKSHOP: order now 
Nineteen Eighty-four ” George Orwell's 
latest novel, 10s. 6d. (postage 6d.)—“ E. 
Standard” Book of the Month. David 
Low's ‘“‘ Years of Wrath: a Cartoon his- 
tory, 1932-1945" 316 cartoons and text. 
: (postage 9d.). Send for our latest 
list, including details of stock clearance 
bargains. Housmans Bookshop (the PPU 
Bookee ler) 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


House, 


PERSONAL 


GIFT PARCELS of Coffee, 
and Clothing, sent to your friends in 
Europe. Quick delivery. Apply: Fregata 
Ltd., 11 Greek Street, Landen, W.1. 


MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitable intro 


Tea, Food 


duetions arranged privately. Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 
PPU Group. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


STAmford Hill 
SS 


whether 


2262-4. 


Peace News ig open for the expressian of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism, 
Articles in 
signed, do not necessarily represent the 
policy of the Peace Pledge Union, of which 
it is the weekly organ.” Nor does the ace 
ceptance of advertisements imply any en- 
dorsement of, ar PFU connexion with, the 
matter advertised. 


signed or un- 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 


to me weekly 
TO Meee cceces 


(Newsagent's name) 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS ia pub- 
lished weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of 3d. 
your wholesaler at the usual rates from the 


It is obtainable hy 


Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


EX-CO qualifying as Teacher August, NA. 
requires post and accommodation self and 
daughter aged 7. Box 65. 
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The story of 

Bill Edison 

THERE IS SLAVERY STILL 
IN MISSISSIPPI 


The following account of the 
“rescue” of Bill Edison by members 
of the Workers Defence League—in 
which many American pacifists are 
active—comes from the Socialist Call 
and is by Rowland Watts. 


BILL EDISON doesn’t remember 

when it was. It was probably 
around 1928 when the miserable night- 
mare began... a twenty-year night- 
mare of backbreaking labour seven 
days a week, season after season, year 
after year. When Bill complained, he 
was answered ... with the sting of a 
lash. 


Each day was the same as the one 
before. it began at dawn with a 
breakfast of cold scraps from the 

table. Then out into the 
cotton fields for long hours in the sear- 
ing Mississippi sun ... without further 
food. And long after the sun had set, 
Bill returned to his shack. 


“Shack?” It might have been once, 
but the roof had long since disap- 
peared. Only a few shingles were left 
as shelter from the rain and the cold. 
Bilt huddled on his straw pallet in his 
work clothes ... his only clothes ... 
to keep him warm, 


During the rainy season there wasn’t 
a dry place in Bill’s eight by ten foot 
shack. Bill was always wet. 


No school 


Bill had been brought up on a farm 
in Alabama. He never went to school. 
No one cared whether Negro boys went 
to school in that part of the country 
. .. and besides there was too much 
cotton to be chopped, too much cotton 
to be picked. And what would a 
Negro need with book learning? To- 
day, folks say Bill is a little “ dull.” 
He has trouble counting money... but 
then he never has any money to count. 


Eventually Bill went to Mississippi 
and found work as a fieldhand. Room, 
board, clothing, and five dollars a 
week (or was it a month?) ... ali 
for his very own. But the room was 
the shed without the roof, board was 
one cold dish of scraps a day. Bill 
never saw the five dollars. Bil! com- 
plained and was beaten. Bill ran 
away and was brought back, beaten 
again. 

It was in 1945 when Bill’s “master” 
died. ‘Take care of Bill,’ he said 
on his deathbed. Bill was taken care 
of. He was transferred to the son’s 
plantation and the dreary round con- 
tinued: work and beatings, cold food 
and a shed without a roof. There 
didn’t seem to be any hope. 


It was then that Bill’s case came 
to the attention of investigators for 
the Workers Defence League. Facts 
were verified, reported to the national 
office. Money was provided and with 
the co-operation of courageous Missis- 
sippi citizens . .. arrangements were 
made. 


Out of the night 


Out of the black of night, the 
dimmed lights of two cars picked their 
way down a back plantation road and 
stopped, motors running softly. The 
brush stirred and Bill appeared, weak 
and trembling. His rescuers, also 
afraid, said little, asked few questions. 
The cars reached the highway, sped 
out of Mississippi, carrying Bill and 
his rescuers to safety. 


Bill was first brought to Washing- 
ton to tell his story to the Federal 
Bureau of Jnvestigation. Then to 
New York for immediate and sorely 
needed medical and dental treatment. 
And then he was sent to a farm in 
northern New York State where the 
Workers Defence League maintains a 
refuge. 3 

At last in kind and_ understanding 
hands, Bill is now learning to read and 
write. He is recovering faith in him- 
self and in his fellow man, For the 
first time in his life, he is discovering 
the meaning and dignity of freedom. 

All WDL information was turned 
over to the FBI. It is to be hoped 
that federal prosecution will soon 
ensue. 

Civil action will be brought by the 
WDL on Bill’s behalf to recover 
damages for the injuries and indig- 
nities he suffered. 


Campbell Dixon, in the Daily Telegraph 
said: 

Considey Mr. Douglas Home's ~mur- 
derer ... if we are going to agonise 
over the fate men such as he bring on 
themselves, what are we to feel about the 
scores who die daily, through no fault 
of their own, leaving sick and helpless 
dependents unprovided for? 


Or dont we feel about them at all? 
Don’t we just ignore them, unless they 
are handsomely photographed with all 
the romantic trappings! When they feel 
intensely about the sufferings of the 
criminal, one naturally wonders how 
much sympathy they have left for the 
innocent. 


Questionable assumption 


Reginald Reynolds writes: 


Mr. Campbell Dixon has taken occa- 
sion, in his review of “ Now Barabbas,” 


to express his views on capital punish- 
ment. His view is that “ Human beings 
can feel only so much.” On this very 
questionable assumption, which he wisely 
avoids any attempt to prove, Mr. Dixon 
builds up a case that sympathy with a 
condemned murderer debars people from. 
sympathising with innocent people. 


I have yet to meet an advocate of the 
abolition of the death penalty who is 
callous regarding the sufferings of others. 
One might as well suggest that any 
serious attempt to “love our enemies,” 
which is plain Chriatian doctrine, must 
inevitably make those who. practise 
Christianity cruel or indifferent towards 
theiy own friends. In the case of capital 
punishment it has sometimes happened 
that the nearest relatives of the mur- 
derer’s victim have appealed for a re- 
prieve. If your reviewer is righ® tats 
must indicate extraordinary callousness 
on their part; but I doubt if many people 
would agree with him. 


Frank Dawtry, formerly Secretary of the 
National Council for the Abolition of the 
Death Penalty and now working with the 
Howard League for Penal Reform writes: 


Death penalty for 


American COs? 


TINDER the new Uniform Code of 

Military Justice, which has been sent 
to a Senate committe for consideration, 
American conscientious objectors who are 
ordered into armed forces and refuse mili- 
tary induction will be subject to military 
court martial from the date they are 
ordered for induction. 


A similar ruling applied under the 1917 
Conscription Act but the 1940 and 1948 
Acts provided for civil trials until after 
actual induction. 


If this proposal had been in effect during 
World War II, a majority of the more than 
600 COs prosecuted in the courts would 
have been dealt with by “ military justice ” 
instead, with possible death sentences 
during war time. 


From Harold S. Bidmead 
BRUSSELS 


HAVING failed to catch the flying World 

Citizen, Anders Clarin, after hiS re- 
lease from prison here, I took advantage of 
the situation to visit Edgar Gevaert, whose 
monthly review, “ Parlement,” is published 
in six languages and distributed through- 
out the world. 


They admire Garry Davis 


His home and studio is in the village of 
Laethem St. Martin, world-famous as the 
centre of a Flemish school of painters. 

Today it has added fame of another kind: 
though he and his family tend, unaided, a 
farm of 22 hectares (54 acres), they yet 
have found time to make the whole neigh- 
bourhood and the town of Ghent so world- 
government conscious that their home is 


‘Now Barabbas» and theDeath Penaity 


SYMPATHY FOR MURDERER 


does not mean 


NEGLECT FOR VICTIM 


HE film “ Now Barabbas,” (Warner Theatre) reviewed in Peace News 
on June 3, has once again raised the issue of capital punishment. 
Reginald Reynolds, having failed to secure publication in the Daily 
Telegraph of a letter of protest at what he calls 
attempt to justify capital punishment,” on the part of the paper's film 
critic, has forwarded it to Peace News. 


“a quite gratuitous 


I would urye all Peace News readers 
to see this film which has a moving 
theme running through it, of a man con- 
demned to death, of his hopes and fears, 
his thoughts and his ultimate despair. 
The filn makes more of this than did the 
play, but it also has the same episodic 
glimpses of prison life in a reform prison 
where “ association’? may sound well but 
sometimes lead to bickerings and un- 
happiness. 


Honest and sincere 


The film strikes me as being honest 
and sincere, spoilt only by a little too 
much noise at the critical moment of the 
execution. It should certainly not be 
missed and I think few sensitive people 
will remain unmoved by it. 


‘The Home Secretary said, at the 
premiere, that he regarded himself as 
apparently the villain of the piece. He 
is not. The villains are all those who 
remain apathetic about prison conditions 
and the capital penalty. This film should 
move some of them. 


BISHOP’S THREE 
REASONS FOR ABOLITION 


“Unfair to prison officials” 


HREE reasons for abolishing the 
death penalty were advanced by 
the Bishop of Manchester, the Rt. 
Rev. W. D. L. Greer, when he ad- 
dressed his diocesan conference on | 

May 27. 

1. ne death penalty in this and Other | 
countries did not @ppcar to have the 
deterrent effect which those in favour 
of it believed it had. 

2. He was convinced that the psychological 
effect on the public tended to increase 
rather than decrease crimes of violence, 
and to elicit public sympathy on behalt 
of the condemned person. 

3. It was unfair and unwise to place on 
prison oflicials the responsibility tor 
carrying out the death penalty. 

The psychological effect of an execution 
on the inmates of a prison was undesirable, 
and might cance] out the remedial effects 
aimed at by the genera] penal system. 


Abolition of the death penalty might be 
impossible at present, but the Bishop 
suggested that, as an interim measure, 
it should be abolished in the case of 
women. ; 


He also urged, says an Evening Standard 
report, that the Home Secretary should 
give more weight to the psychological 
history, home background and environment 
of the condemned person when advising the 
King in the exercise of his prerogative. 
This might prepare public opinion for total 
abolition. 


Missed one world citizen — 
found another 


a positive hive of activity in that interest. 
If you appear on the streets of Ghent 
with a pamphlet bearing Garry Davis's 
photograph, you are mobbed by the local 
gamin for possession of one. 


Save for the luxury of a home decorated 
with their own paintings, the Gevaerts live 
the lives of simple farming folk, yet such 
is Madame Gevaert’s hospitality and cam- 
paigning zeal that it is nothing, I was told, 
for them ta seat forty guests at table. 


Their. prodigious achievements have been 
made rather less onerous by the assistance 
of their ten children—four fine boys and 
six comely girls—all artists, musicians and 
linguists, in their teens or thereabouts, but 
most of them old enough to have worked 
as lumberers in the French Maquis when 
fleeing the Nazis as_ political refugees. 
One of them, Thérése Gevaert, will, I ven- 
ture to predict, one day make a name for 
herself as an author and illustrator of 
children’s books. 

Having studied Gevaert’s anti-Hitler 
pamphlets dating from 1933, it was easy 
to see why Adolf was so anxious for a 
téte-a-téte! 

I came away cheered by an invitation to 
return soon and greatly encouraged by the 
memory of a team of federalists working 
unceasingly , together in  single-hearted 
devotion to a great cause. 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


“VT HAVE been reading your ‘ Cam 

paign Notes’ each week in 
Peace News and, time and time again, 
I have been driven to realise that the 
arguments you put forward would, 
never have converted me to pacifism 
because your point of view and your 
approach to pacifism are entirely 
different from my own.” 


This extract from a recent letter from a! 
PPU member seemed worth quoting bet 
cause there may be others who have the 
same views about the campaign but who 
don’t write to me. 


HE 
begin 
the occasi: 


Perhaps I take particular note of this oo 
criticism simply because in the six months ich wil 
that T have been writing week by week, W4@aflet dist 
can count the letters I have received in re-} One of th 
gard to what I write on one hand! I have, the Mic | i 
in other words, no first-hand knowledge) duced at tl 
whether the column is, or is not read. @ace New: 


First of all let me clear up any mise] Reminder 
apprehensions there may be as to the funes|€Ven today 
tion of this column. It is not written to) are told bel 
convert non-pacifists; it is for PPU mem: The 
bers, and its objects vary from week tO to 44, cont 
week within the framework of the cam, pj} ae 
paign terms of reference. Sometimes it iS-income Sas 
written to call attention to some current! to apie pee 
event and relate it to pacifism; sometimes] jp ni 
it is to give news of the campaign; some 
times it is to exhort! 


United by the Pledge 


Staring 
week wil 
our stree 
parents a 
instructic 
without < 
War has 

fathers, mi 
both pare 
Shoreditch 


Now. as to conversion. It seems to mé 
certain that my correspondent is right in 
that he implies that almost all pacifists 
have reached the pacifist position by 
different ways and through different 
sources; it is for that reason that Dick 
Sheppard’s pledge can truly be called in* 
spired, for it cam be, and is, the basis fof 
all kinds of pacifists to be united if 
fellowship and work. 


There must be in this country some€ 
huxdreds of thousands of pacifixts” whé) 
are not members of the PPU and we 
should be greatly strengthened if. .all) 
these pacifists were to take their stand 


with us upon that simple statement of AFF 
war-renunciation. | 


i} 
The first aim of the campaign is “ to So ¢ 
gain adherents to the pledge,” not (as I oe 
wrote in an earlier article) by any false 


promises, but simply by offering the con our 

fort and comradeship of a shared stand in 

a rong cause, | HE 
Our first approach then is to the already; Sin 

converted; our second is to the thinking} hel 

minority, the thousands of potential paci- p fron 


fists, whose uneasiness at the terrible evil] €xpenditi 
involved in choosing war is becoming more] tg the 
and more evident. 

tubercuk 


Part of the PPU’s work The Sca 


The campaign way of approach is ane 
propaganda and by arousing interest, but) ‘omc Wi 
it is true that arousing interest does not] Yaccinatio 
necessarily make pacifists; on the other| Ship of t 
hand neither does the way of pacifism by! Welfare sc 
example, pacifism by study, pacifism by| National | 


experiment in non-violent resistance, yet all) the Work 
these ways are part of the work of the; 
PPU and we cannot foresee the result. precentl: 
The campaign committee are mainly Weis pod 
concerned with the first way of approach, 4; m, te 
and that is why this column deals with that} onal TB 
side of our work more than with the other 2, treme 
sides. | Nes in t 
It was said at a London Peace Congress| “* had th 
organised by the British-Soviet Suciety In. Indi 
last Sunday that the Foreign Office and] deaths a 
Downing Street should have been flodde “ER 
ven 


with telegrams and postcards demanding 
that a peaceful solution be found in Paris health de 
This seems a litle like trying to remeve! the §ean 
the rash from measles while leaving thé) Permit or 
disease to flourish! If there were no great. blem,¥ D: 
armaments to be used in ‘he last resort, 3} malnuty 
peaceful solution would be found. An. offef| cal fag; + 
to call off the “ cold war” and to disarnt cul acilit 
is the real basis for negotiation. OSI8 to 


When we have hundreds of thousands of 
adherents to the pledge we can start the 
“ flooding’ process in good heart and with 
high hope. This is the task of the campaign: 


Britain’ 
In Sin; 
as 15 pe: 
Primitive 
2 |} Mon to f 
American protest at TB livin: 
found th 


War Trial cruelty Méasures 


The American National Council for thé] @ffects ¢ 
Prevention of War is seeking to get a stay! the disea 
on the execution of eighteen Germans wh? 


were sentenced by the military courts an - UNIC] 
are about to be hanged. They are urging) “ork wa 
this stay of execution because it has now Several c 
been revealed that the trials were conducted! tinue th: 
with exceeding cruelty and many confes7| “Ppeal fi 
sions were forced after the men on tri Anti-t 
had been cruelly beaten and mistreated. | & Na 
5 andina 
: ) Austria, 
Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, bf 


Tee 
Peace News Ltd. Printed by W. F. Clifford Printiafé) Ingi, 


Co. Ltd. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


